
 
2017-2018 Bownet Team Guidelines 

Welcome to Bownet Softball!  We are looking forward to a great year!  There are 
several guidelines we will expect our players and parents to follow.  We run a 
college bound program, with the same expectations and standards that they will 
be held to when they go away to college.  We feel we are setting our athletes up 
to be mentally, physically, academically and emotionally prepared for College 
and in doing so, they will have the ability to adapt and be successful on and off 
the field.  

Most athletes try out for a travel team with an end goal in mind.  This goal is to 
get accepted in to a college with as much financial support as possible.   

This does not happen without a full team effort.  College recruiters do not come 
out to watch athletes on inferior teams.  They come out to watch superior 
athletes from superior teams who are a part of superior organizations.   

It takes a few years to become an elite team in an elite organization.  It is a huge 
commitment from the coaching staff, the organization and most importantly, the 
families.  You will be following in the footsteps of the successful girls that played 
before you and you will continue to pave the way and set the standards for the 
players who will follow you.  TAKE PRIDE IN WEARING AND REPRESENTING 
THE BOWNET NAME.  

ATTENDANCE: 

Every effort should be made to attend all practices and be on time. That means 
"on the field, warming up" by the start of each practice. If you arrive at the start of 
the scheduled practice you are late!  

ABSENCES:  

If a player must miss a practice, she must contact the head coach and let them 
know. If a player misses the last practice before a game, she should expect to 
not start the first game. It is not to punish players who must miss practice, it is in 
place to encourage and reward players who are there. The more a player is 
absent from practices, the fewer opportunities the player will have. In the event 
that a player misses a practice or game or has to leave early from either, it is the 
responsibility of the PLAYER to call the Coach and let them know ahead of time. 
A player is expected to attend every team function unless she has been given 
permission from the coaching staff to be absent. I.E. another fall sport.   
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MULTIPLE SPORT ATHLETES:  

We understand that at this age that young athletes may play another sport. If that is the 
case, please discuss the potential conflicts for practices and games with the coaching 
staff so proper adjustments can be made.  FOR THE FALL SEASON, WE MAY CARRY 
MORE THAN USUAL, DUE TO MULTIPLE GIRLS PARTICIPATING IN FALL SPORTS.  OUR 
PHILOSPOHY IS TO CARRY SMALLER TEAMS, HOWEVER, WE HAVE TO ENSURE THAT 
WE WILL HAVE ENOUGH PLAYERS ON ANY GIVEN WEEKEND FOR THE FALL SEASON.    

DUGOUT:  

Coaches & Players in dugout ONLY. Parents are encouraged to support their 
daughters. However, during practices and games parents must refrain from 
approaching the dugout to coach, counsel, or to critique their daughter. Players 
will not leave the dugout during games unless given permission. Please do not 
come to the dugout to hand your player anything, it is the player’s responsibility 
to come to games and practices prepared, with waters, gatorade etc.  It is the 
athlete’s responsibility to make sure they have the proper items at practice and 
at the games. They should make sure that they have enough water, Gatorade, 
etc. If we have back to back games, please make sure they have the snack in 
their possession prior to the first game as we will not have time between games 
for them to leave the dugout to get food. 

We expect you to trust us and not to coach from the sidelines as it may interfere 
with what we are trying to accomplish.  Other than a safety issue there should 
be nothing that the athletes need from their parents (because they should 
already have everything they need). 

DUES/ORGANIZATIONAL FEE:  

There will be a one-time per season fee for equipment; $500.00 organizational fee: 
$250.00 will be due September 5th and the second portion of $250 will be 
due no later than October 10th.   Monthly Dues are $175.00 and are due on the 
1st of the month.  A 3-day grace period will be given and after that, your daughter 
will not be able to participate in games/tournaments until there is zero balance.  It 
is imperative that we follow these guidelines, as we have to be able to enter 
tournaments and showcases in a timely fashion as well as other organizational 
up-keep.  Please be advised there will be NO REFUNDS for any player who quits 
or is removed for disciplinary actions.  
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FUNDRAISING: 

All Bownet Athletes are required to participate in fundraisers supporting our 
Organization and Teams. You will have the option to “buy out” on certain 
fundraisers if you choose to do so.  Otherwise, everyone is expected to 
contribute and participate during and leading up to fundraisers.   

COMMUNICATION:  

All information concerning our softball program will be posted on our website and 
TeamApp on a regular basis. We will not handout maps, practice or game 
schedules to the players or parents.  It is the players and parents responsibility to 
access our team site on a daily basis. We are working on teaching our athletes 
communication and expect any and all communication to come through your 
daughters.  At no time will we discuss playing time or personnel with parents.   

GPA:  

Athletes must carry a minimum of 3.0. Additionally, please make sure your 
daughter will be taking or has taken the 16 core classes required by D1 Colleges. 
Check with your guidance counselor.  If your daughter falls below the 3.0 (During 
the semester), we will implement grade checks every Friday and may require 
study hall.  If your daughter falls below a 2.8 OR has an “F”(During the 
semester), your daughter will be required to practice and attend all games, 
however she will not be able to play in games until she no longer has an “F” and 
her GPA is above a 2.8 (During the semester).  These guidelines are in place to 
ensure your daughter doesn’t lose a potential scholarship due to grades.  We will 
continue to encourage our girls to communicate with their teachers early in the 
semester, ask for help and LET US KNOW IF THEY NEED HELP FINDING 
TUTORS AND/OR FINDING STUDY HALL OPPORTUNITIES.  We are here to 
help!  

Please request from your registrar, a copy of your daughters transcript. This is 
provided so that we have your cumulative GPA when speaking with college 
coaches. It also let them know if you have taken all the required courses.  

Also, specifically look into whether your daughter’s college choices accept “D’s”. 
(Most do not) and all classes that need to be made up are done so during 
summer school.  
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Alcohol and Drugs:  

We Have a ZERO tolerance for drugs and alcohol. If any athlete is caught 
drinking, bringing or participating in the use of Alcohol or drugs while on Bownet’s 
time they will be removed from our roster immediately. NO REFUNDS Given!  

INJURIES:  

In the event of an injury, if possible, the player should still attend practice. Much 
can be learned from helping coaches and listening to practice. If you are injured 
or become ill during a game or practice it is your responsibility to report it to a 
coach immediately.  

UNIFORMS:  

Players should ARRIVE in the correct uniform for all games and practices and 
uniforms should be clean and in good shape. Faded shirts and torn apparel 
should be replaced immediately; NO ONE will be allowed to play if not in FULL & 
COMPLETE uniform. THE UNIFORMS,HELMETS & BAT BAGS ARE BOWNET 
PROPERTY AND THEY ARE EXPECTED TO BE RETURNED TO YOUR HEAD 
COACH AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SEASON. Approximate value of the 
above mentioned items is $500.00. Please take proper care of the uniforms when 
washing them. If a player loses and or damages (outside normal game wear and 
tear) any Bownet issued uniform, bat bag or helmet, it will be the responsibility of 
the family to pay for and replace the item.  If a player/family quits the team before 
the conclusion of the season, they are required to return all of the Bownet team 
property such as (but not limited to) uniforms, helmets, bags, or any other special 
items arranged by the organization.   

CONDUCT:  

Good sportsmanship from players and parents and professional behavior is 
expected at all times, and in all circumstances.  Foul language is not accepted. 
There should be no conversation with umpires, coaches, players, or parents 
regarding a call or a play. It is also good sportsmanship for parents to allow 
coaches to coach. That includes comments or instruction during practice and 
games. At no time will negative conversation regarding any player be tolerated, 
including practices or games and in the stands.  We will respectfully ask you to 
leave the area.  It is critical that we maintain a positive environment for all of our 
athletes and respective families.  The athletes put enough pressure on 
themselves as it is; we want to reduce any other outside factors.   Please be your 
daughter’s biggest fan, especially during and after games.   
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Traveling/Tournaments: 

The players can expect a curfew for all “away” tournaments.  It’s imperative that 
they abide by these curfew times to ensure safety as well as proper rest/sleep.  
The players will also be expected to room together for specific tournaments, 
which will be given out in advance, such as but not limited to; Las Vegas PGF 
Qualifier, Colorado, PGF Nationals.  As an organization, we cannot stress team 
chemistry enough and by doing this, we feel it will help with team chemistry as 
well as keeping the girls focused on the task at hand.   

Nutrition:  

We are preparing our athletes for the next level.  In order to perform at the 
highest, elite level we feel it is necessary to implement nutrition guidelines, 
specifically during time of play.  Players will be expected to follow these nutrition 
guidelines leading up to as well as during tournaments.   

NCAA Registration	 

We are requiring all athletes to be NCAA registered and to submit their ACT and 
SAT scores to the NCAA in a timely manner during their recruiting process. If you 
have not yet registered your daughter with the NCAA you must immediately go to 
NCAA Website at www.eligibilitycenter.org.  **Once you get your NCAA 
Registration ID you must provide to Team Manager.	 

SAT/ACT Test Scores	 

Juniors and Seniors are required to have taken the SAT or ACT. If you have 
done so already please copy/paste your daughter’s test scores and email them to 
your team manager. Please also submit them to the NCAA. Sophomores are 
encouraged to take the tests to familiarize themselves with the tests. These 
scores need to be on your profile sheets once taken.  **Please see your 
guidance counselor to obtain a code for the SAT and ACT if you need financial 
help with these tests.   

SKILLS VIDEO	 

It’s very important to have a skills video, especially when looking at out of state 
colleges.  When you have your skills video, please send link so that we can put it 
on our website. We will use it when reaching out to coaches, as well as putting it 
on our website for Coaches to view.   
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We appreciate your support and are looking forward to a great season!  

I have read and fully understand and agree to comply with the rules and 
regulations stated above, as part of the Bownet-Peek/Menefee Organization.   

 

Parent name:_______________________  Date:_____________ 

Parent Signature: ___________________ 

Player Name:_______________________  Date: ____________ 

Player Signature: ___________________  

	


